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I here will be some who will read this essay as a cheap and shameless plug for funding. But 
providing news daily is not cheap, and it certainly is not shameless. Several events took place today 
that demand some things be said that need to be said. Keep reading. 

On this side of the political fence, we are either among the lowest income bracket in the nation, we 
simply have an aversion to keeping a political vision afloat, or we simply don't know how to do it. I 
have seen over the years, news and information gathering organizations, and grassroots 
organizations come and go. At some point, all of them (without exception) are forced to ask for 
donations to help support their cause. 

If you think from that last statement that Sierra Times is doing so right here , you are mistaken. We are 
not. 

But what difference would it make if I was? My experience has shown that some people would take it 
as an insult that we would dare "not be willing to make sacrifices for the cause." But still, we have 
made a career out of telling everyone who makes contributions to the other side. There's a word that 
has been used to describe anyone that has dared to make a profit from providing pro-constitution 
information. It's a derogatory word that I will not use, and the other side didn't make up it. It originated 
in this camp. 

Let me give you a few recent examples. This morning, I was talking to a close friend in the radio 
business. Both of us were "crying in our beer" if you will, about the difficulty paying the bills to keep an 
operation going to a wide audience (which this individual has.) An organization that he was a co¬ 
founder of has been one of the fastest growing freedom organizations in the country, with numerous 
write-ups in the press. Recently, they had a fund-raiser to help offset the growing cost. 

They raised several hundred dollars. 

In contrast, an organization directly opposed to them in their home state also had a fund-raiser. Even 
though the other side had less contributors, they raised over $250,000. I asked this person, "Since 
you're well known for fighting for gun-rights in your state (with results), what would happen if every gun 
owner (excluding law enforcement) in your state sent $5 each as a donation?" 

Answer: This organization would have over $5 million in its war chest. 

But to some gun enthusiasts in that state, it's more important to make sure you "look mainstream" and 
not associate with those who have been labeled "extreme." Thus, just pay the annual fee to the known 
organization, and hope for the best. 

Here's a better example: Would you like to own a .50 cal rifle? How much are you willing to pay for 
something that may soon be illegally taken out of your reach? Does $30 sound reasonable? There's a 
catch: you might not win the rifle. But every 30 dollar chance you take may help you have the chance 
to buy the same rifle one day - without the threat of having your door kicked in. Sound like it's worth 
it? 


When I asked KeepAndBearArms.com Executive Director Angel Shamaya, he said, "J.J., we're told 
we offer the best gun-specific website on the Internet today, and we're offering a chance to win a .50 
caliber stainless steel rifle with our membership, and we're still barely getting by. We appreciate those 
who've supported us immensely, but for the life of me I cannot understand why gunowners won't 
invest the cost of a nice meal to support us. You, J.J., are investing your life, your fortune, and your 



sacred honor, and you barely get enough to scrape by. I'm baffled. What can we do? Quit? No way. 

We press on and pray." 

And that, Angel, we will do. 

The next and final example will show you what all of us are up against. There's a product out there 
that needs to be in every freedom fighter's home. I was asked not to mention this, so I need to be 
careful here, but I think you'll get the hint. 

A while ago, this company asked a well- known, "conservative" think tank to test their product against 
another brand. They did. "Our side" won hands down. Our side then asked this prestigious institution 
to consider switching to their product since they preferred it so much. 

"Sorry, can't do that. We're under contract," the institution said. The offer was then made to service the 
institution (at the same price) after current contract had expired." 

The answer: "No." The institution suddenly liked the other company - and the other brand better. There 
wasn't a real excuse given after that, but we all know what it was - politics. 

By the way, the company that still has (and will keep) the contract with this "conservative institution," 
gave millions to the Million Mom March, and are open supporters of the Clinton machine. 

You see, this company agrees, supports and promotes all those conservative, pro-constitution causes. 
But as many of us out here know - it means we become "blacklisted" in the common market place. 

The quality of your product or service means nothing. If you dare to provide the truth, rather than just 
news, the system is designed to starve you out until you follow the path of those who have tried 
before. 

It's built-in. In 1998 and 1999, two associates of this ranch were part of the highest rated television 
show in town, but could find few advertisers. But get this: the less rated shows didn't have a problem. 

In their words, we were too "radical," even though we quote from the same news sources they read 
everyday. Even though no one from the advertising staff could even define "radical," few businesses 
wanted to be associated with "radicals" (firearms dealers and politicians being the exception.) 

There are only a few exceptions, but only after those funding the operation(s) force them to change 
what made them who and what they are. They have been "assimilated." 

We here at Sierra Times gave a product a try for the first time last night. We were in fact nervous 
about the quality of their product knowing that if it did not meet our satisfaction, it probably wouldn't 
meet others. And Sierra Times would be criticized for promoting such a product. The results are in: 

This is the best damn coffee we have ever tasted. We went out on a limb based solely on the fact that 
this upstart company shares the same values we all share. The taste of their coffee backs up their 
commitment. Think I'm kidding? 

If we didn't like it, you would not see their ads on this site for obvious reasons. They stand behind their 
product, and we stand behind them. If you like, you can keep buying coffee from companies that 
donate to folks hell bent on taking your rights away, or someone who stands up for what you stand 
for. 

P.S. I'm not getting paid to say this. But if I was, would it make a difference so long as it were true? 

Here it is in a nutshell: If you think you're being pushed into a corner by treasonous politicians, you can 
follow the Henry Bowman doctrine of downsizing government and deal with the Unintended 
Consequences of your actions. Or you can (to be blunt) belly up to the bar and support the people 
who have been out there fighting your battles, staying up long hours, and spending their own 



resources to keep you informed and motivated to keep the beliefs and principles that are worth fighting 
for. 

So, are we asking you to send bundles of cash into the news ranch? It would be nice, but - no. 
However, we do ask that you support those advertisers who dare to advertise with us. That keeps 
them advertising and helps offset the costs here. Also, take some time to think about the things you 
purchase around the home, and consider looking for vendors who are not giving money to people who 
are out to destroy you. And finally, when you see someone asking you for a donation to help keep 
their operations going, don't assume at first glance that they are running some kind of game, or trying 
to rip you off. We've learned from our experience that being in the business of truth and decency is not 
easy and is definitely not a way to make money. If we ever break even with our expenses, that'll be a 
day to celebrate. 

To put it simply, some of us are doing the best we can to help this country. According to what we and 
others hear from you, we're doing a good job. If you buy coffee every week, buying the Sierra Blend 
would be no added expense for you, but would support us and help us to keep fighting the good fight. 

If you buy gun magazines and want to keep informed on gun issues, buy a membership to 
KeepAndBearArms.com. 

Neither of us charge you for our services. We do them at our own expense. And we'll keep doing it for 
as long as we are able. But we'll be able a lot longer if we can get a little help from you, our audience. 


Thank you. 



